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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 ,98, tiie attention of the Patent and rrademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTOASB/OS. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is tiled after payment of the Issue Fee. 

A .sunnnary/ab.stract translation of the non-Enylish language documents is enclosed. 

A copy of each document on the PTO/SB/().S i.s attached. 

A concise CNplnnation ofrelcvancc of the items li-sted on form PTO/SB/OS i,s in the form 
of an English language copy of a Search Report from a foreign patent office, issued in a counlcrparl 
application, whiol» refers to the relevant portion.^ of the lefei enees. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be con.strucd to mean that a search has been made or that no other material infontiation as 
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defined in 37 CFR I ..'i6(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(li), the filing of this Inronnaliou 
Difjclosure staiemcnt shall not be constnied to be an adnnssion that any patent, publication or other 
information rcicrred to therein is "prior art" Tor this invention unless specifically designated as such 

U is submitted that the Informfition Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
IM and the Kxaraiuer is respectfiilly requested to consider the listed references. 

The Commissioner is authorixcd to charge any defi.ciency of up to $300.00 or credit any 
excess in this fee to Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 

tjated: Respectfully submitted, . 
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COMMUNICATION " 



Tlic> European Polont OHrco horowith tffinsmlts 
1^ the European soarch report 
n iliu tfcdaralion irndor RuJe 45 GPC 
O iho panial Cufopaao search ropon urt^ior Hdic; 4& EPC 

Q Ihtj Ciupplomonlafy European oeareh repoit concomi/^ (ho inlernaiional nppHwiion under ArtJcK; t57(2) EPC 

f Dialing to Ihc abovo-mentionod European paiOOt application, Copiw 0* the documonls cited ifl the $ca<ch txiport ore 
onclofti^, 

Tho foHowing spGcfffcalions flivon the appKcanI have b«cn approved by thff SoafCh Division : 

Abstract 5^ tiUo \3(^fm^^ 



□ The obstrad was modified t>y thq Scnrch Division ond the definhivc tort is adacN^d \q this comfiHinicatiOh, 



[[] The tollowlrty /Iguro will bff |»ibli&hod witii ihti olsr.tract, since the SeCirch Diviaion constdOrtt that if b^;t!ef charazterises 
the irwontion the one indicated by iho applicant. 

Additional copyfcopies) q\ l)iu (loCu^Mentr, ciicd in iho £ufOpoon s<i<ifch rcpoa. 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicoblf undcf Article: 10 Ruler, retating to fees* a separate communication 
*rom the Recotvirjg Section on tho refund of the scdfch <ee will be sent later. 
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Citation of documoni with Indlcarion, whore appropriato, 
of rotovani pi isa aoor. 



us 6 252 323 Bl (NISHIKAWA ET AL.) 

26 June 2001 (2001-06-26) 

* abstract * 

* column 2. line 60 - column 3, line 52 * 

* column 4, lines 5-45 * 

+ column 5, line 53 - column 6. line 28; 
figures 1-4,7-9 * 

& D£ 100 16 002 A (ASMO CO. , LTD.) 

30 November 2000 (2000-11-30) 

US 4 769 567 A (KURAUCHI ET AL.) 
6 September 1988 (1988-09-06) 

* abstract * 

* column 2. line 62 - column 4, line 23; 
figures 1-4 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 1997, no. 01, 

31 January 1997 (1997-01-31) 

-i JP 08 251847 A (YASKAWA ELECTRIC CORP), 

27 September 1996 (1996-09-27) 

* abstract; figures 1,2 * 



DE 41 33 723 A (ZF FRIEDRICHHAFEN AG) 
15 April 1993 (1993-04-15) 

* column 1, lines 3-57 * 

* column 2. line 68 - column 4, line 33; 
figures 1»2A-F * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 1997, no. 11. 

28 November 1997 (1997-11-28) 

-& JP 09 182331 A (YASKAWA ELECTRIC CORP), 

11 July 1997 (19y7-07-n) 

* abstract; figures 1-3 * 

-A- 



Tlje prooeni fflcwch report has been drawn up for ail claims 
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0 : f<ocumfii>! cneC In \hn nppfkAikai. 
1. : oocumont diori t^i olh»>r nvjnoo!; 

^ ; mofuNf^ 01 the Mrro; patent lamtry. COfTCSpondlrtn 
(iCtQunxnnt 



naoo 1 ? 
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"& JP 09 0S1643 A (NISSAN MOTOR CO LTD). 
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« abstract; figures 1,2 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol . 2000, no. 07, 

29 September 2000 (2000-09-29) 

-& JP 2000 116084 A (TOSHIBA CORP), 
21 April 2000 (2000-04-21) 

* abstract; figures 1-3 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 1999, no. 09. 

30 July 1999 (1999-07-30) 

JP 11 098793 A (AISIN AW CO LTD). 
9 April 1999 (1999-04-09) 

* abstract; figures 1,4-7 * 



Relevant 
to cUiim 



13,14 



13,14 



15 



The prDsoni u?.!Sfcb rnporr has boon cJrawn up ior atl claims 



Berlin 



1 October 2004 



CtJ^SStFICATIOf^ OF THE 
APPLKSATtON (tnLCl.T) 



THCKNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED 0pLCL7} 



Beitner, M 



CArC-GORV OF CtT to COCUMENTS 

tinttumiilW of \Uo «inv^ r^JloiKify \ 
A : i<>cDhciK>n bi»rknfvunil 
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after ttw tUing ciilD 
0 : ckxnurvrni cflod m Urn .Tppftciilkm 



t. : iTumiixif oi iTio same palcnl family, coiti>r.pond(n{] 



none 9 A-f •> 
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